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He uses symbolism and realism alternately ; only
in Winter the Huntsman is satire fused with fantasy,
where he symbolises the decay of faith, the prevalence
of superstition, " the winter of our discontents,"
the modern pursuit of wealth, the artist's struggle
to express himself in a practical age. An uneven
talent, which found its true metier in prose.

Sacheverell Sitwell approached his sister more
nearly, using the baroque manner for lyrical,
descriptive, and satiric work. He exercised a
considerable virtuosity in stanzas modelled on
Jacobean and Caroline structure, and in paragraphs
'lof blank verse irregularly varying from four to
eight stresses and sometimes faltering out of metre.

His favourite device is not the confusion or free
association of images, but an art based on art, the
writing of variations on themes suggested by the
imagery of other poets, by statues, building, or
pictures ; as witness his Four Variations upon William
Browne of Tavistocky- his Winter-Song^ an Adaptation
from John Milton, and his Variation on a Theme by
jftKxander Pope. In each of these a phrase of
the original is the starting-point for an entirely
personal lyric. The poet whom he most nearly
resembles in the purity of his sensuous delight is
Marvel!, whose garden poems have influenced him
greatly.

Then in the dark, this cherry-tree^

Red-lipped as her I longed to see,

She may have climbed, for aught I know,

And lying on that bough in snow

Was little snore than moonlight there

With only amber-dropping hair-    ( Water-Song.}